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Third Street Promenade 3.0: Play a role in refreshing Santa Monica’s ‘living room’  

In 1989, Third Street Promenade opened its roadway and sidewalks to millions of people who would, over the next 30 years, shop, 
dine, meet with friends, enjoy live street performances, dance, laugh and make lasting memories on the acclaimed pedestrian 
mall. There is no doubt that Third Street Promenade is one of the most successful public spaces in the world. But after three 
decades, it’s time for an upgrade. 

This spring, Downtown Santa Monica, Inc. and the City of Santa Monica invite you to our Third Street Promenade 3.0 Community 
Workshops. These fun, interactive meetings are designed to spark conversation as we embark on a capital improvement project 
that will update promenade infrastructure and design features to reinvigorate the beloved destination. Each workshop will feature 
guest speakers who are experts in urban design and placemaking. Understand the importance of creating and maintaining vibrant 
public spaces and learn about new trends in retail and customer engagement. Share your thoughts and help craft what Third 
Street Promenade will look like and how it will serve residents and visitors for generations to come.  

Meeting Schedule  

Wednesday, April 18 
1212 Restaurant 

1212 Third Street Promenade 
6:30pm-8:30pm 

Tuesday, May 1 
The Gallery, Third Floor 

1315 Third Street Promenade 
6:30pm-8:30pm

Tuesday, May 15 
1231 Third Street Promenade 

6:30pm-8:30pm

Please RSVP to: http://promenadeworkshops.eventbrite.com  

Property owners vote to preserve Downtown Santa Monica property-based assessment district 

It was roughly 10 years ago when property owners took a symbolic leap of faith by approving the creation of the Downtown Santa 
Monica Property-Based Assessment District (PBAD). The passage of this new assessment brought forth enhanced maintenance and 
hospitality services, a comprehensive marketing program and advocacy to ensure the district remains a vibrant destination for 
residents and visitors. The life span of the PBAD would be 20 years. However, property owners built into their framework a rather 
uncommon clause - that after 10 years, owners would have the opportunity to reaffirm their support or decide not to move forward 
for the remainder of the term. Fast-forward a decade to present-day, and the 10-year affirmative vote is officially in the books. 

On Thursday, March 23, an independent body tabulated the 221 ballots submitted by property owners and the result was 91.1% in 
favor of preserving the PBAD. The number of ballots returned represented 66.8% of total assessment dollars. In accordance with 
the outcome, DTSM, Inc. will continue to provide the award-winning maintenance, hospitality, and marketing services to all 
properties within the original PBAD, Colorado Overlay Zone and the Lincoln Boulevard Zone. Throughout this process a few property 
owners voiced concerns related to homelessness and public safety, as well as the need for infrastructure upgrades on the 
promenade. DTSM, Inc. board members and staff will remain vigilant in working to address these key issues. 

"We're committed to working closely with the Downtown community to protect and enhance the vitality of Downtown Santa Monica 
and Third Street Promenade," said Julia Ladd, DTSM, Inc. Board of Directors Chair, "Input from property ownership is pivotal to the 
process, and we're thankful for their feedback, participation, and support." 

DTSM, Inc. and the City of Santa Monica are working together on a series of capital improvements for Third Street Promenade that 
will reinvigorate the beloved destination, beginning with a renovation of the iconic dinosaur fountains this spring. 



Parking Structure 2 construction  

On March 19, the City of Santa Monica began structural repairs and maintenance work on Parking Structure 2. Construction is 
expected to last for a few months and you may notice some parking spaces blocked off. The structure is being kept open, however, 
the number of spaces will be reduced slightly from time to time. Parking is available in a number of parking structures located 
throughout downtown. If you have questions, please contact the city’s construction manager, Robert Zak, at 
sm.engineering@smgov.net or call 310.458.8721. 

Pop-up parklet pilot program  

DTSM, Inc. will be hosting a pop-up parklet on Thursday, April 12 , from 11am — 3pm in front of Tender Greens (201 Arizona Ave). 
This event is part of a pilot program to encourage more businesses to host parklets throughout the downtown. The mini-park, 
which takes over a couple of metered parking spaces with colorful tables, chairs and umbrellas for shade, is free to use and open 
to the public.  

Businesses interested in hosting a parklet in the future should contact DTSM, Inc. Public Space Manager Nick Efron at 
nick@downtownsm.com.  

The Downtown Community Plan encourages the creation of more public spaces in downtown to meet the needs of residents, 
employees and visitors. Those could include courtyards and plazas that are privately owned and maintained, as well as pocket 

City hires new police chief 

City Manager Rick Cole has selected Cynthia Renaud as the next Santa Monica Police Chief. Renaud has served as Chief of Police for 
the City of Folsom, California for the last seven years where she led the police force in both property and violent crime reduction 
during her tenure. Chief Renaud is not new to the Southland. She served in the Long Beach Police Department for 20 years before 
taking the chief post in Folsom. Renaud is expected to join the Santa Monica PD at the end of April. 

The top outcome areas set forth for the new chief are: lower crime; positively impact homelessness; foster relationships and 
collaboration with both the residential and business community; empower and energize staff of the police department and work 
towards fostering succession planning at all levels; collaborate well with city departments to accomplish the overall mission of the 
city. 

Upcoming meetings 

DTSM, Inc. District Issues Committee  
April 10, 9:30 a.m. 
1351 Third Street Promenade, Suite 201  
Meetings typically held the second Tuesday of 
each month. 

DTSM, Inc. Access, Circulation, Parking 
April 24, 9 a.m. 
1351 Third Street Promenade, Suite 201  
Meetings typically held on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month. 

DTSM, Inc. Board of Directors Meeting  
April 26, 5 p.m.    
1351 Third Street Promenade, Suite 201  
Meetings typically held the fourth Thursday of 
the month. Special meetings are held as 
needed. 

Meet the new DTSM staffers  

Andrea Korb has joined our team as economic development manager. In this 
role, she will track economic development and policy initiatives of the city, 
monitor activity on private properties, analyze and follow real estate 
development, and support recruitment and retention of businesses. Andrea 
previously worked as a policy analyst for Downtown D.C. and most recently as 
senior advisor in the Mayor's Office for Economic Opportunity in New York City. 
andrea@downtownsm.com 

Ben DeWitte has joined the DTSM staff as research and data manager. In this 
role, he will work to support DTSM objectives with reporting and analysis, and 
develop systems to organize and utilize our information resources. Ben has 
over a decade of experience supporting organizations with data initiatives in the 
areas of land-use planning and resource management. 
ben@downtownsm.com 

Hector Soliman-Valdez has joined the DTSM staff as our mobility manager. In 
this role, he will work on programs and policies related to parking and 
circulation, one of the board's key priorities. Most recently, Hector was a transit 
planner for the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System. Prior to San Diego, he 
worked in transportation planning for the Town of Miami Lakes, Florida. 
hector@downtownsm.com




